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To our Guests: Welcome! 

God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are 
participating remotely in this worship service.   The Holy Spirit of God gathers 
us together as one.  May each of us be strengthened through his word and 
promise in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Current Worship Protocols at Messiah 
The worst of the Covid-19 pandemic seems to be behind us. Even so the virus 
lingers on. Some of us feel more threatened by it than others do. With this in 
mind, please note these protocols for our time together-- 
 

• We continue to encourage to sensible social distancing.  

• Masks are optional. Wear one or not as you prefer. 

• All pews are available for seating. Please be sensitive to the comfort 
levels of the people near you. 

• Singing is permitted. 

• At the sharing of the Peace feel free to greet each other with 
handshakes, though again with sensitivity to any who would prefer to 
wave or nod. 

• At communion we will continue to use the pouring chalice and 
individual cups. The pastors and servers will make sure to sanitize their 
hands before distributing the sacrament. 

• In all that we do, let’s make it our aim to love each other as Christ has 
loved us all. 

•  

Introduction to the Day 
 

The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The tone of 
today’s texts is ominous. But the baptized know how to live in the meantime. The 
baptized are strengthened for the living of these days in word and sacrament. The 
baptized rally around the invitation of the apostle: “Do not be weary in doing 
what is right.” 
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21st Sunday after Pentecost 
November 13 8:30 & 11 am 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

Prelude “O God, Our Help in Ages Past,” Paul Manz (8:30) 

“It Is Well with My Soul,” arr. Anna Laura Page (11) 
 

Entrance 
 

Confession and Forgiveness  Stand 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 

us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

  
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn “How Firm a Foundation,” #796 
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Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C And also with you. 
 

Hymn of Praise  
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Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you 
nothing is strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you 
as our ruler and guide, we may live through what is temporary without losing 
what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 
 

The Word of God 

First Reading Malachi 4:1-2a 

1See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all 
evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of 
hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2aBut for you who revere 
my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. 

The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 98  

Cantor sings refrain, all repeat refrain.  

 

Cantor/Choir chants regular print – All chant Bold print 

 

1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things, 
  whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory. 
2O LORD, you have made | known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations. 
3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel; 
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God. 
4Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands; 
  lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing. Refrain 
 
5Sing to the LORD| with the harp, 
  with the harp and the | voice of song. 
 6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn 
  shout with joy before the | king, the LORD. 
7Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it, 
  the world and those who | dwell therein. 
8Let the rivers | clap their hands, 
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes 
to | judge the earth. 
9The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness 
  and the peo- | ples with equity. Refrain 
 

Second Reading 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

6Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
keep away from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the 
tradition that they received from us. 7For you yourselves know how you ought to 
imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, 8and we did not eat anyone’s 
bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor we worked night and day, so 
that we might not burden any of you. 9This was not because we do not have that 
right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. 10For even when we were 
with you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work should not 
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eat. 11For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not 
doing any work. 12Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus 
Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. 13Brothers and sisters, 
do not be weary in doing what is right. 

The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
  

Gospel Acclamation -- All

 

Verse:  Stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.  
(Luke 3 21:28) 

 
All repeat Alleluia 

 

Gospel Luke 21:5-19 

At the announcement of the Gospel:  
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

5When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with 
beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6“As for these things that 
you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will 
be thrown down.” 
 7They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this 
is about to take place?” 8And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for 
many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go 
after them. 
 9“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things 
must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 10Then he said to 
them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 11there will 
be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be 
dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 
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 12“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they 
will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before 
kings and governors because of my name. 13This will give you an opportunity to 
testify. 14So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; 15for I 
will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to 
withstand or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by 
relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. 17You will be hated 
by all because of my name. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 19By your 
endurance you will gain your souls.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
Sit 
 

Sermon Pastor Bridger 

Silence for Reflection 

 

Hymn of the Day (stand) “Canticle of Turning,” #723 

 

Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and 
the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen 
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Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

A Merciful God. . .  
C . . . receive our prayer 
 

Peace 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you.   
 
Greet those around you with these or similar words 
 
Sit 
 

Second Week of Pledging – Dedication of Gifts 
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Offertory “Within the reign of God,” Marty Haugen 

 
Cantor/Choir = regular print; ALL – Verse Response 

 
 

1. Come now, the feast is spread; in Jesus’ name we break the bread. 
Here shall we all be fed. ALL – Verse Response 

 Come take, this holy food; receive the body and the blood. 
 Grace is a mighty flood. ALL – Verse Response 
 
ALL – REFRAIN 
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2. Stand up and do not fear, for Christ is truly present here. 
Heaven is truly near. ALL – Verse Response 
Now at the wedding feast the greatest here shall be the least. 
All bonds shall be released. ALL – Verse Response 
 

Refrain – All 
 

3. Welcome the weak and poor, the sinner finds an open door,  
None judged, and none ignored. ALL – Verse Response 
Here shall the weary rest, the stranger be a welcome guest. 
So shall we all be blest. ALL – Verse Response 
 

Refrain – All 
 

4. All fear and hatred ends and foes become our faithful friends, 
Just as our God intends. ALL – Verse Response 
All you who seek God’s face are welcome in this holy place; 
Join in the feast of grace. ALL – Verse Response 
 

Refrain – All 
 

5. Sing out the jubilee when those enslaved are all set free, 
Children of God are we. ALL – Verse Response 
No more can we forget the ones who bear life’s crushing debt’ 
God’s justice guides us yet. ALL – Verse Response 

Refrain – All 
 

6. One earth, one holy band, one family as our God has planned. 
All share the promised land. ALL – Verse Response 
Come, now the feast is spread, in Jesus’ name we break the bread; 
Here shall we all be fed. ALL – Verse Response 
 

Refrain – All 

 
Stand as offerings are brought forward 
 

Offering  

If the Lord so moves you, you can make an offering by text to 855-913-1744 or by visiting our online 
giving portal at tinyurl.com/giveMLC 
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A Let us pray.  Holy God,  

C gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish 
your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any 
way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the 
bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join their 
 unending hymn:  
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P Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.  Amen. 
 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Sit 
 

Communion 

 

Distribution Hymn  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past,” #632 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his 
grace. 

C Amen. 
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Post Communion Prayer 

A Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us 
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending 

Blessing 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn “Soon and Very Soon,” #439 

 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “If You But Trust in God to Guide You,” J.S. Bach 

 
Liturgy from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License SB131019. 
Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License.net with License #A-702571.  
“Within the Reign of God,” words and music by Marty Haugen © 1999 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprints under Onelicense.net#A-
702571. 

 

Serving Today 

Preaching Minister – Pastor Bridger 
Presiding Minister – Pastor Krebill 

Assisting Ministers – Carl & Linda Herhuth (8:30); Lindsay Baker (11)  
Acolytes – Nigel Copeland (8:30) 

Joy Ringers (11) – Directed by Ruth King 
Guitarist – Dale Mortensen 

Cantors – Bethany Ruessman, (8:30); Claire Connelly (11) 
Organist – Deacon Linda Kempke 

Deacons – Bob Trapp (8:30); Michael Eckert (11) 
Altar Guild – Elenor Davis, Martha Trapp 
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In our Prayers 

• For the Holy Spirit of God to be at work in the world and in our lives 
 

• For those looking for employment and those under-employed 
 

• For the ministry of the Fairview Park Hunger Center to meet needs and make 
connections in the community.  Thank you for the partnership of the 
Churches of Fairview Park in supporting the Center. 

 

• For those living with health concerns:  Donna Barth (sister of Kim Patton), 
Andrew Boraggina, Jim Breckel, Mag Donohoe, Marc Heidmann, Randy 
Kanz, Lee Nageott (friend of Betsy Ruetschi), Emmy Polenz, Sue Nerlinger, 
Steve Ruetschi, Bill Russell, Geri Schuett, all young people currently infected 
with RSV, and those who love and care for them 
 

Altar Flowers Are Given 

By Heidi Tysl in loving memory of Ed Kirst 
 

 This Week’s Commemorations 

Nov. 17—ELIZABETH OF THURINGIA, d. 1231, a Hungarian princess who , as the 
teenaged bride of a German prince, established hospitals and led other efforts to 
provide for the desperately poor.  She died at age 24, having set an enduring 
example of saintliness and Christian charity.  
 

God’s Word for Next Week 
Christ the King 

Jeremiah 23:1-6; Psalm 46; Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Connect with Messiah – text 'MESSIAHFP' to 84576 to sign-up 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Pastor – The Rev. Seth C. Bridger 

Interim Pastor – The Rev. Steven M. Krebill 
Pastoral Assistant – Deaconess Ruth Mortensen 
Interim Music Director – Deacon Linda Kempke 

Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Technology Manager – Jared Waugaman 

Building Manager – Jason Reynolds 
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator & Pierstorf College Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 
Communications Coordinator – Danielle Twigg 

Administrative Assistant & Pierstorf College Fund Business Manager – Lisa Daley 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 

mailto:church@messiahfp.org
mailto:school@messiahfp.org

